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Resources#
Dendro Data Repositories
• Digital Collaboratory for Cultural Dendrochronology (DCCD). http://dendro.dans.knaw.nl
• International Tree-Ring Data Bank (ITRDB). http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/data-access/
paleoclimatology-data/datasets/tree-ring]
Software and Data Standards
•
•
•
•

Tree Ring Data Standard (TRiDaS). http://www.tridas.org
Tellervo. http://www.tellervo.org
TRiCYCLE. http://www.tridas.org/tricycle
TRiDaBASE. http://www.tridas.org/tridabase

Glossary#
TRiDaS Project
A project is defined by a laboratory and encompasses dendrochronological research of a
particular object or group of objects. Examples include: the dating of a building; the research of
forest dynamics in a stand of living trees; the dating of all Rembrandt paintings in a museum.
What is considered a 'project' is up to the laboratory performing the research. It could be the

dating of a group of objects, but the laboratory can also decide to define a separate project for
each object. Therefore, a project can have one or more objects associated with it.
TRiDaS Object
An object is the item to be investigated. Examples include: violin; excavation site; painting on a
wooden panel; water well; church; carving; ship; forest. An object could also be more specific,
for example: mast of a ship; roof of a church. Depending on the object type various descriptions
are made possible. An object can have one or more elements and can also refer to another (sub)
object. For instance a single file may contain three objects: an archaeological site object, within
which there is a building object, within which there is a beam object. The list of possible object
types is extensible and is thus flexible enough to incorporate the diversity of data required by
the dendro community. Only information that is essential for dendrochronological research is
recorded here. Other related data may be provided in the form of a link to an external database
such as a museum catalogue.
TRiDaS Element
An element is a piece of wood originating from a single tree. Examples include: one plank of a
water well; a single wooden panel in a painting; the left-hand back plate of a violin; one beam in
a roof; a tree trunk preserved in the soil; a living tree. The element is a specific part of exactly
one object or sub object. An object will often consist of more than one element, e.g., when
dealing with the staves (elements) of a barrel (object). One or more samples can be taken from
an element and an element may be dated using one or more derivedSeries.
TRiDaS Sample
A sample is a physical specimen or non-physical representation of an element. Examples
include: core from a living tree; core from a rafter in a church roof; piece of charcoal from an
archaeological trench; slice from a pile used in a pile foundation; wax imprint of the outer end of
a plank; photo of a back plate of a string instrument. Note that a sample always exists and that
it can either be physical (e.g. a core) or representative (e.g. a picture). A sample is taken from
exactly one element and can be represented by one or more radii.
TRiDaS Radius
A radius is a line from pith to bark along which the measurements are taken. A radius is
derived from exactly one sample. It can be measured more than once resulting in multiple
measurementSeries.
TRiDaS Measurement Series
A measurementSeries is a series of direct, raw measurements along a radius. A single
measurementSeries can be standardised or a collection of measurementSeries can be
combined into a derivedSeries. The measurements themselves are stored separately as values.
TRiDaS Derived Series
A derivedSeries is a calculated series of values and is a minor modification of the 'v-series'
concept proposed by Brewer et al (2010). Examples include: index; average of a collection
of measurementSeries such as a chronology. A derivedSeries is derived from one or more
measurementSeries and has multiple values associated with it.
TRiDaS Value
A value is the result of a single ring measurement. Examples include: total ring width; earlywood
width; latewood width. The values are related to a measurementSeries or a derivedSeries. In
case of a measurementSeries the variable and its measurement unit (e.g. microns, 1/100th mm
etc) are recorded as well.
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